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1. REF AIRGRAM FORWARDS A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF AGUSTA 
TO AMBASSADOR VOLPE REQUESTING THE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE IN 
SOLICITING, ON AN URGENT BASIS, THE PRELIMINARY VIEWS OF THE USG 
ON A NUMBER OF SPECIFIC QUESTIONS REGARDING FUTURE SALES TO 
LIBYA. THE TRANSMISSION OF THIS REQUEST WAS DELAYED BY 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXIGENCIES PURSUANT TO THE VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
FORD TO ROME. HARLAN MOEN, COUNTRY OFFICER FOR ITALIAN AFFAIRS, 
WILL CARRY A COPY OF THE AIRGRAM TO WASHINGTON TO INSURE ITS 
SPEEDY CONSIDERATION BY THE DEPT. 

2. WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THAT SHIPMENTS OF US-LICENSED ITALIAN 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO LIBYA POSE SERIOUS POLICY DILEMMAS, 

THEY ARE A MATTER OF CONSEQUENCE TO AGUSTA, WHO IS ONE OF OUR 
GOOD FRIENDS IN ITALY. EMBASSY, THEREFORE, ASKS THAT HIS 
QUESTIONS BE GIVEN FULL AND URGENT CONSIDERATION AND THAT 
EMBASSY BE PROVIDED WITH GUIDANCE WELL BEFORE AUGUST VACATION 
PERIOD. VOLPE. 
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